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CRESTWOOD
OMMENTS

Serving the communities of Hiram, Mantua & Shalersville

 JANUARY 2011

Crestwood “Nature Detectives” 
Receive National Recognition

 The November issue of the national peer-reviewed magazine, 
Science and Children, published by the National Science Teachers 
Association, featured Crestwood’s “Nature Detectives” first-grade 
science program led by Ms. Natalie Harr. The article, co-authored 
by Harr and Miami University of Ohio Professor Richard E. Lee, Jr., 
highlights Crestwood’s year-long science investigation. It provides a 
suggested approach to teachers nationwide on how to incorporate 
science and other standards into an engaging curriculum for 
elementary students.
 The “Nature Detectives” spend the year investigating a natural 34 Science and Children 

With cutbacks on field trips and other school spend-
ing, teachers more than ever need practical ways to 
engage young learners in science at school. Richard 
Louv’s Last Child in the Woods (2008) added to a 

growing consensus to get children outside and experiencing nature. 
Using ideas from place-based education, we present a simple year-
long project that brings science, nature, and other curriculum stan-
dards to life right in your school yard. With a focus on journaling, 
this project is a novel way to promote nonfiction writing in your 
classroom. These first graders called themselves “nature detectives” 
because they used observation skills and simple tools to investigate 
a small natural area in their school yard. Students made predictions, 
recorded data, drew conclusions, and shared their findings about 

how their study site, including its plants, animals, and envi-
ronment, transformed with each new season. The project 

culminated with students creating a school yard field 
guide, a unique science journal that showcased 

their ongoing work and discoveries. This in-
vestigation provided an ideal way to con-

nect students with science and nature 
without ever leaving school!

First graders study yearlong 
changes in nature as they create 

a school yard field guide.

DetectivesN 
By Natalie Harr and Richard E. Lee Jr.

ature

34 Science and Children 

area on school grounds called the bio-swales. This area of the school yard was created when the new 
elementary school campus was built and meets EPA requirements to control water runoff from the 
schools rooftops and parking lot areas. This created an ideal setting to study nature. 
 Students rotate among four groups and are assigned specific tasks throughout the year. There are 
Plant Detectives, Animal Detectives, Weather Detectives and Soil Detectives. Students then keep an 
ongoing journal making predictions and recording their observations. Students also post their findings 
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the site for safety hazards such as broken glass, old 
fencing, harmful plants or animals, and holes or 
rocks that might cause students to trip. No matter 
how small or big, the natural area will bring the science 
curriculum to life and motivate students to intimately con-
nect and write about nature. As one student said, “Let’s 
miss recess so we can explore the school yard more!”

Meet Your Study Site 
“Wow! The green grass is as tall as a first grader!” an-
nounced a student during our initial visit to our study 
site called the bio-swales. The bio-swales are located 
adjacent to the school’s front parking lot and are about 
a five-minute walk from the classroom. The bio-swales 
were originally a cornfield until our new elementary 
school campus was constructed. To meet EPA require-
ments, a series of retention pools were created to control 
the runoff and pollution from our school’s rooftops and 
parking lot areas. Therefore, this new undisturbed wet-
land habitat was not created for educational purposes, 
but it has served as an ideal setting for our ongoing na-
ture investigation. 

Where in My School Yard?
In Place-Based Education: Connecting Classroom and 
Communities, David Sobel (2005) described place-based 
education as the process of using one’s local environment 
as a foundation to teach concepts that span the curricu-
lum, using hands-on learning and real-life experiences. 

Whether you teach in an urban or rural area, just look 
beyond the school building and blacktop and you will find 
a small natural area nestled in your school yard where you 
can conduct a nature investigation. If you have difficulty 
locating a place to study, ask your school maintenance 
crew to avoid mowing a small section of the school yard. 
Studying a nonmowed area is better because it contains a 
greater diversity of plant and animal life.

The National Wildlife Federation created Schoolyard 
Habitats: A How-to Guide for K–12 School Communities 
(2001a) and Schoolyard Habitats Site Planning Guide 
(2001b) to help you locate, develop, or enhance existing 
habitats at your school. Keep in mind that your natural 
area should be located on school grounds but be a different 
habitat from the rest of your school yard. Familiarize your-
self with the area prior to visiting with students. Check 

Figure 1. 

A student’s map.
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A scavenger hunt is a great way to introduce your 
students to their new outdoor classroom (see NSTA Con-
nection for handout). This activity encourages students 
to focus and explore their study site by using their senses 
(excluding taste). Before starting the hunt, be sure to 
cover safety rules with your students. Define the 
boundaries of your study site, point out hazards for 
students to avoid, and reinforce school rules (e.g., 
no running). The scavenger hunt can be conducted in 
pairs, small groups, or with the whole class. Throughout 
the activity be prepared for your students’ questions and 
discoveries by packing a camera and notepad to record 
their responses. Also, it is important to model to your 
students how to respectfully interact with nature. This 
includes working quietly to avoid disturbing the wildlife 
and gently putting natural objects back where you find 
them. 

As suggested in Take a Tree Walk, creating a map is 
an excellent way to familiarize students with nature and 
their surroundings (Kirkland 2006). At your study site, 
help your students locate special items and landmarks 
to include on their maps and discuss where they are in 
relationship to one another. These items include trees, 
bushes, flowers, bodies of water, rocks, paths, sidewalks, 
or buildings. Demonstrate how to draw shapes to rep-
resent these items and use simple words to label them. 
When working with younger students, it is helpful to 
create a class map together first. This activity integrates 

Figure 2. 

Assignments for nature detectives.
Group Task Scientific Tools

Plant Detectives Search for changes in colors, shapes, siz-
es, and textures of various plants located 
at your study site. These include grasses, 
sedges, flowers, shrubs, and trees. 

Magnifiers

Optional: flower presses, field guides

Animal Detectives Look for evidence of animals in your 
school yard. These include sightings, 
tracks, rubbings, fur, feathers, insect 
galls, etc. 

Binoculars

Optional: sweep nets, water nets, collec-
tion containers, field guides

Weather Detectives Take measurements of current weather 
conditions in your school yard. 

Thermometers

Optional: other weather instruments

Soil Detectives Examine soil for changes near the 
ground at your study site (e.g., leaf litter, 
mud, snow, ice, burrows, etc.). Measure 
soil temperature. 

Soil thermometer with storage sleeve

Optional: Berlese funnel North Carolina 
State University
(www.cals.ncsu.edu/course/ent591k/
berlese.html)

fundamental writing and social studies standards and 
will eventually serve as a key component of your school 
yard field guide. Student-made maps can be revisited 
throughout the year and updated with your students’ new 
insights during the investigation (Figure 1, p. 35). Signs 
of animals (e.g., tracks, rubbings, and burrows), wildlife 
sightings, and new plant growth are key items that can be 
added throughout the year. 

Launching the Investigation
The purpose of the project is for students to become na-
ture detectives and investigate a small natural area lo-
cated at their school. Students make predictions, record 
data, draw conclusions, and share their findings about 
how their study site, including its plants, animals, and 
environment transforms each season. This project cul-
minated with students creating a school yard field guide, 
a unique science journal that showcased their ongoing 
work and discoveries. No Student Left Indoors: Creat-
ing a Field Guide to Your Schoolyard (Kirkland 2007) 
is an excellent resource to keep handy throughout the 
course of the project.

Make Predictions 
At least once each season, the nature detectives visited 
their study site to collect data for their investigation. 
Prior to each visit, students used their knowledge of 
the seasons to make thoughtful predictions as to how 

outside their classroom for other students in the building to see. At 
the end of the year, students collect all the data they have gathered 
and create a field guide of their own school yard.
 “This is an excellent example of connecting school to the 
community, integrating curriculum, teaching problem solving 
and building community within the classroom,” said Joe Iacano, 
Crestwood Superintendent.  
 “The students are also highly engaged and are motivated to 
read and write about their discoveries and observations,” said Ms. 
Harr.



Mr. Joseph Iacano
Superintendent

Regular Board of Education meetings are generally held the first Monday of the month, at the High School Library, 10919 N. Main Street Mantua, Ohio.   Meetings are held at the Primary School during the 
summer months.  The public is cordially invited to attend. If more information is needed about a Board meeting, please contact the Superintendent's Office at 330-274-8511.
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The Crestwood Comments is a non-profit publication 
serving as the communication medium between the 

Crestwood School District and the communities it serves.
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High School ......................... 330-274-2214
Middle School ..................... 330-274-2249 
Intermediate School ........... 330-274-2710 
Primary School ................... 330-274-2537
Primary School Alt. ............. 330-422-3104
Bus Garage .......................... 330-274-2776

Additional Mid-Month Board of Education Meetings 
Planned from January through April 2011

 
 Special mid-month Board meetings/work-sessions are planned from January 
to April to discuss the following topics. The first meeting will be held January 24 at 
6 p.m. in the high school library.
 
Updates and planning related to anticipated reductions in state funds to Ohio 
school districts
 The state has informed school districts that state funding to school districts 
is likely to be reduced by no less than 5%, and up to as much as 20%, for each 
of the next two school years. Since Crestwood receives approximately 55% of 
its revenue from the State of Ohio, proactive planning about options for spending 
reductions is needed even though the state legislature will not formally act on 
the budget until July 2011. The level of reductions will also have an impact on if, or when, the district may need to 
consider increasing revenues through a local ballot issue.

Facilities Planning
 With last year’s defeat of a bond issue to build a new high school (at a 50% state share) we must consider 
the pros and cons of various alternatives to replace, renovate, or repair CHS and CMS. The state share of 
replacement has been reduced to 38% and appears to be trending downward. According to the regulations 
of the Ohio School Facilities Commission (OSFC), state funds may be used to partially fund renovation (major 
reconstruction). State funds, however, may not be used for general repairs or additions to current facilities. A key 
point of these discussions will relate to the educational benefits of new or improved facilities. The district will also 
have to consider timing for the renewal or replacement of its current "permanent improvement fund." As its name 
indicates, this fund can only be used for permanent improvements and cannot be used for operating expenses 
such as salaries, utilities, etc.
  The board will also consider the pros and cons of a potential move of the Board of Education offices to unused 
or under-used space in our current elementary facilities. Movement to the elementary facilities would likely be at 
little or no cost to the district and some projections indicate that the district would actually save money by moving. 
Repair or renovation to the current offices would also be considered. Discussion will include considerations related 

to instruction, security, future enrollment, and handicapped 
accessibility.
  The first mid-month meeting Board meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, January 24, 2011 at 6:00 PM at Crestwood High School 
Library. Additional meetings will be scheduled later. We encourage 
interested citizens and employees to attend.



School News . . . 
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JACK INC.

OH LIC# 21225

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane.®

KT011509

Call Us Today To Reduce Your Energy Costs 

440.543-5000

EMERGENCY SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES  
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

 With winter weather arriving Crestwood Schools realizes that decisions about closing 
schools impacts families and employees. Historically, Crestwood has either decided to keep 
schools open or to close schools for the entire day. Recent changes to state law have forced 
more districts to consider a two-hour delayed start, as an additional option during bad 
weather days.
 A “two-hour” delay may be used as an alternative to cancelling school if it can be 
done safely. Safety is our first priority! Two hour delayed start will be considered if weather 
forecasts and local road departments indicate that roads can be adequately cleared in time 
for a “late-start” and that safe weather conditions are likely throughout the remainder of the 
day. We ask you to please make arrangements for your children for the possibility of a two 
hour delayed start as well as, for full-day school closings.
 In Crestwood, under a two-hour delay, each building’s schedule will begin two hours 
later than usual.  The day will start  with the corresponding class period of the school day 
unless communicated otherwise by individual building principals.  The school day will end at 
the usual time.  

HEALTH  NEWS
Mobile Dentist Program Returns to Crestwood

Mrs. Joyce Schroder RN, BSN & Mrs. Kim Ondash RN,BSN

 Sometimes oral hygiene problems and toothaches affect student attendance and the student’s ability to participate fully 
in class. We have again arranged for Smile Care Ohio the mobile dentist, to come to Crestwood Local Schools on February 
3, 2011. The dentist and dental hygienists will set up a mini dental clinic at the Primary building for grades K-5 and at the 
Middle School for students in grades 6-12. An additional clinic can be set up at the High School if at least 15 students from 
that building schedule an appointment. The school nurses were delighted at how organized and efficient the dental staff 
was last year. Students missed very little class time and it did not disrupt the school day.

 This service is provided by Ohio dentists and is in compliance with the Center for Disease 
Control and US Surgeon General Guidelines. Preventive treatment includes a dental screening, 
cleaning and fluoride treatment. X-rays and sealants to the chewing surfaces of the back teeth can 
be offered as needed. Smile Care Ohio will bill your insurance provider if you have one. Insurance 
such as Medicaid and Healthy Start/Healthy Families cover your child 100%. Smile Care Ohio 
can provide grants to subsidize fees for those who need financial assistance for all or part of the 
treatment.

 Your child will bring home a permission form for this health service in January. Please complete and 
return it promptly to your child’s school nurse. If you are requesting a grant, the school nurse will send 
you a brief form that must be completed prior to receiving dental services. It is important to return these 
forms promptly so that scheduling can be arranged. Every child who participates will receive a shiny 
smile and a toothbrush and just might miss fewer school days so sign up for this convenient service now. 

Two-Hour Delay Procedures May Be Used

Transportation changes will be made as follows:
 All morning pick-up times for Crestwood public and non-public 
school students will be two hours later than normal.  If your student 
participates in the CLP, ALS, or Maplewood programs this will also 
apply.
Afternoon transportation home will be at the regular time.
 Transportation will not be provided for the morning pre-school 
program since it will be cancelled.  It will be provided for the 
afternoon pre-school program at the regular times.
 For answers to commonly asked questions, visit our Web site, 
www.crestwoodschools.org.
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Other News . . . 
2010-2011 Yearbooks

Parent Pages Fundraiser
 It’s time again for the Crestwood High School annual Parent 
Page Fundraiser! We would like all Crestwood Senior parents 
to consider reserving a space to add a message and pictures to 
the yearbook for a graduating senior. These ads will be tastefully 
designed in black and white and due to overwhelming demand, we 
are accepting NO full page ads—sorry; we want to include as many 
seniors as possible. The acceptance process will be FIRST COME, 
FIRST SERVE. Your support of the Crestwood Yearbook is MUCH 
appreciated—thanks. The deadline for order form, payment, and 
pictures is Wednesday, March 10, 2011.
 
Yahoo! time to order the 2010-2011 Yearbook.
 Yearbook order forms have been sent home and are available 
at the Yearbook Website: http://crestwood.sparcc.org/olc/class.
aspx?id=5051&s=632. The deadline for order forms is February 22, 
2011. This year’s book will continue to be sold for $50.00 and the sale 
will be conducted at the high school by Mr. Pavelek. Payments for 
the 2010-2011 yearbook need to be made by either cash or check, 
checks should be made payable to CHS and delivered to Mr. Pavelek 
in room 116.

Online Yearbook Ordering
 Need to pay with a credit or debit card?  Walsworth will now 
take orders online for the Crestwood High School yearbook. Just go 
to www.yearbookforever.com and search Crestwood High School to 
purchase a book online.
 
  For any additional information and questions regarding 
Yearbooks, please contact Mr. Pavelek at the High School in room 
116; via phone  330-274-2214 (x 416); e-mail pavelek@crestwood.
sparcc.org;  or mail Crestwood High School, C/O Andrew Pavelek/
Yearbook, 10919 N. Main Street, Mantua, Ohio 44255. Or see 
his teacher website, http://crestwood.sparcc.org/olc/class.
aspx?id=5051&s=632.

LAKESIDE
SAND & GRAVEL, INC.

Fast Delivery • Quality Materials • Competitive Prices
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Washed Sand & Gravel / Road & Driveway Gravel

3498 Frost Road • Mantua, Ohio 44255
OFFICE 330-274-2569 • FAX 330-274-3569

Limestone • Screened Topsoil • Boulders and Landscape Material

lakesidesandgravel.com

Western reserve
tent rental

TenTs • Tables • chairs

Rain or Shine, It’s Party Time

Serving Portage County and surrounding areas

Elliot
Webb 330.569.7151 Byron

Webb

(800) 626-6474
FAX (330) 274-1058

Fireplace & Chimney Repair • Caps • Liners
Gas/Wood Fireplaces • Stoves • Inserts

Gas Logs & Line • Glass Doors

Harry Hunter, Owner
hunters3service.com 10612 Main Street • Mantua

Serving Portage County

Daily Fixed Routes
Door-to-Door and More!

330.678.7745
330.672.RIDE

TTY: 330.676.5100
www.partaonline.org

Rely On Us

 Do you have an idea for a program you’d like to see 
on Channel 9? Do you like to cook? Repair Cars? Hunt or 
Fish? Like the Arts? Health and Fitness? Zumba? Crestwood 
School’s Television has the crew and equipment to make your 
program a reality! All you have to do is provide the idea, bring 
in your props and, of course, be willing to host the show. We 
can shoot your program once every week at the high school 
and then run it on Channel 9. 
 
 Interested? Email Mr. John Marfy at jmarfy@crestwoodschools.org for a 
Project Proposal form or call (330) 274-2214 ext.426.

Fancy Yourself as the next Oprah or Rachel Ray? 
Channel 9 is Looking for You.

Crestwood Schools' Television is now offering DVD 
Duplication-- family mementos, etc.

$8.00 per DVD

Contact Mr. Marfy:  
jmarfy@crestwood.sparcc.org (330) 274-2214 ext. 426
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250 South Prospect Street
Ravenna, Ohio 44266

(330) 296-9642
www.wwlaw.net

Juvenile Law
Traffic Cases
Criminal Law

Domestic Relations

Wills & Trusts
Estates

Guardianships

Cell: 330.760.2398
Fax: 330.296.9644
smw@wwlaw.net
Available 24 Hours

Cell: 330.807.9400
Fax: 330.296.9644
jlw@wwlaw.net
Available 24 Hours

Crestwood Graduate - 2001

Stephen M. Wilson

Jared L.  Wilson

Attorney at Law

Attorney at Law

Go Forth & Do Good!

www.portagefamilies.org

Senior Companion Program
What can a Senior Companion do 

for my loved one or me?
Respite Care Available!

330-296-2747

$.A.F.E.
Strategies for Attaining Financial Empowerment

330-297-7027 X351

CEA Helps Kids Attend Summer Camps
Accepting Applications for Summer Camp Scholarships

 Again this year, Crestwood Education Association(CEA) is offering 
Summer Camp scholarships to Crestwood Middle School students. Any 
student interested in attending a summer camp is encouraged to submit an 
application for the scholarship. CEA realizes that there are many wonderful 
opportunities for summer camps available to middle school age students, 
yet the cost can sometimes make it difficult for families to send their 
children. CEA wants to help. Through CEA fundraising efforts, three $100 
scholarships are available to middle school students. Applications for all 
types of camps will be considered. 
 To apply, simply fill out the application, which can be found on the 
middle school Web page of www.crestwoodschools.org. Return the 
completed application to Mrs. Kim Marfy at Crestwood Middle School in a 
sealed envelope by May 1, 2011. Applications can also be picked up at the 
Middle School office.  

Other News . . . 

Promote your business to over 
6,000 people in the Crestwood 

School District.

Join the many new businesses that 
have discovered the impact they 

can make in the community!

Call one of our representatives to 
be in our next issue.

Matt: 330-281-9331

Dawn: 330-322-6035

impactmedia@windstream.net

Aurora
Heinen’s Plaza
330-562-7477
upsprint@me.com
upsstorelocal.com/3001

Kent
ACME Plaza

330-678-0111
upsprint@me.com

upsstorelocal.com/2346

The UPS Store®

Become Our Fan On Facebook
“The UPS Store 3001”

We make customized greeting 
cards & calendars

Bring your favorite digital photos in 
and let us help you make great holiday 

greeting cards & poster prints.

 More than 15 families will 
receive over sixty gifts from the 
Giving Tree at the Intermediate 
Building. In addition, new coats 
that were donated to the Middle 
School were given to Intermediate 
and Primary students due to some 
smaller sizes. The community has 
really shown the Christmas spirit in 
supporting our families. The special 
care in wrapping the donated gifts 

Intermediate School Provides for Families in Need

would bring a tear to your eyes. Four third grade students from Mrs. Zimcosky’s 
class pose with Mr. Maglionico and the Giving Tree. 
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High School . . . 

Co-Teaching Benefits Crestwood High School 

 Over the past couple of years, Crestwood High School has embraced the model of co-teaching. Co-
teaching is the practice of partnering two or more teachers in a classroom, instructing students who have very 
diverse learning styles and needs as an inclusive practice of instruction.  We currently have eleven pairings 
of intervention specialists with general education teachers in the core subject areas of English, mathematics, 
science and social studies. 
 The purpose of these co-teaching teams is to work together to meet the needs of a wide range of learners 
more effectively. The outcome of this kind of delivery instruction has shown multiple benefits to teachers and 
students.
 One benefit of this model for students is that it diminishes the instructional fragmentation that can happen 
when students with exceptional needs are served outside the regular classroom. Students are integrated the 
entire school day with their peers. Students benefit by not having to leave the classroom to receive services 
they need because they are met within the general education classroom. 
 For teachers, it has allowed intervention specialists to become more skilled in the content areas while the 
general education teachers have become more practiced in various learning and instructional delivery styles. 
 As our school district focuses on meeting the needs of all of our students, we will continue to explore and 
implement effective instructional strategies. Crestwood High School is determined to move forward with more 
types of collaborative teaching practices in the future for all of our students.

Donovan Bissell, Taylor Chiller, Rachel Conard, Lizzie Cymanski, Michelle Dollyhigh, Brian Etling, Zack Fejedelem, 
Alex Hurd, Austin Jarvi, Breanna Johnson, Brandon Lavelle, Bryan Nero, Kayla Nida, Connor Pearce, Heather Ristau, 
Tess Sage, Andrew Scott, Jeff Trares, Sammi Vaughn, Erin Tyrrell, Kyle Vertoch, Mike Zeleznik, Lauren Apicella, Erika 
Atkinson, Andy Auble, Kaile Benner, Katie Bica, Julianne Calapa, Talia Cobb, Nick Fejedelem, John Franks, Cassius 
Harris, Gretchen Hilty, Samantha Hunt, Allison Hurd, Aaron Jackson, Leah Krause, Rachel Lann, Karlie Lieberth, 
Jessica Lizkowski, Meighan Little, Nick Onuska, Josh Parr, Jocelyn Pearce, Olivia Phillips, Molly Pochedly, Tom 
Pochedly, Josh Prokay, Leah Sheaffer, Angela Spencer, Rachel Vaught

CHS National Honor Society
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Middle School . . . 

H.S. Planning Night for Eighth Graders Feb. 15

 The middle school years are quickly approaching their end for 
our 8th graders and they will be moving on to new experiences and 
challenges at Crestwood High School.  This year, as part of the high 
school scheduling process, 8th graders and their parents will be 
invited and encouraged to attend the 8th Grade High School Planning 
Night on February 15 from 6:30 - 8 pm at Crestwood High School.  
This will be a great opportunity for 8th graders and their parents to 
learn about making the transition from middle school to high school, 
as well as the requirements for graduation and how to earn an honors 
diploma.  
 In addition, the evening will include a presentation on how to start 
planning now for college and life after graduation.  To help welcome 
the 8th graders to the Crestwood High School family, CHS students 
will put on a showcase of all of the courses, clubs, sports, and 
activities that our high school has to offer and will be available to talk 
with and answer any questions that parents and 8th graders may have.  
It is going to be a great evening and we are looking forward to seeing 
everyone there!

6th Grade
Emily Graves, Emma Dockery, Max Weatherbee,

Russell Hilverding, Kylee Myers, Aaron Cox

7th Grade
Keri Fisher, Logan Collier, Valori Vaught,

Anthony Foulkes, Bailey Lamb, Daniel Schmidt

8th Grade
Leanna Frances, Raiden Foris, Nicole Nero,

Jeremiah Fitzgerald, Madeleine Sorrick, Nathan Nielsen

 What a SMART way to review before the common 
assessment! The eighth grade science classes 
combined for a challenging game of jeopardy. The 
questions were designed by Ms. Tarase, a Hiram 
College student, using the SMART board. With Mrs. 
Duesing and Mr. Kerst  facilitating, all students were 
asked to collaborate by teams. Students displayed 
their knowledge of lab safety, SI units, tools of 
measurement, states of matter, changes of state 
and physical/chemical properties of matter. Also, 
the responses had to be in the form of a question 
and written on a whiteboard. Many teams were tied 
until the last question, which made for an exciting 
Final Jeopardy question! 

Crestwood Middle School
Students Of The Month – November 2010

Page 5 

Earth Models 

 Mrs. Duesing’s and Mr. Kerst’s eighth grade science 
students have been studying the structure of the Earth. Follow-
ing lessons aligned to the state standards for Earth Science, 
all students were assigned an earth model project guided by a 
rubric. Students should be able to use models to analyze the 
size and shape of the earth, describe the earth’s interior, and 
describe tectonic plates of the lithosphere.  
  
 The accurately labeled three dimensional models were 
displayed in a classroom Earth Museum. The interesting vari-
ety represented the creative and resourceful talents of the stu-
dents. Individual presentations revealed a better understand-
ing of the planet by the students. 

Welcome to Jeopardy! 
What a SMART way to review before the common assessment! The eighth grade science classes combined for a challenging 
game of jeopardy. The questions were designed by Ms. Tarase, a Hiram College student, using the SMART board. With         
Mrs. Duesing and Mr.Kerst  facilitating, all students were asked to collaborate by teams. Students displayed their knowledge of 
lab safety, SI units, tools of measurement, states of matter, changes of state and physical/chemical properties of matter. Also, 
the responses had to be in the form of a question and written on a whiteboard. Many teams were tied until the last question, 
which made for an exciting Final Jeopardy question!  

This is JEOPARDY!
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Intermediate School . . . 
History Comes Alive!

 
 Students in Mrs. Cartwright and Mrs. Duvall’s 
fifth grade Social Studies classes learned about 
the Age of Discovery through a simulation 
which recreated the experiences of those brave 
individuals who opened the door to the “new 
world” in the 1400s.
 Students worked together as a crew on an 
explorer ship using their problem-solving skills to 
deal with the challenges of sailing from the ports of 
the “old world” in Europe to the shores of the “new 
world” in the Americas.  The students kept 
a log of their experiences. Here are some quotes 
from student logs,
 “I have left on the voyage. I am at sea and my 
crew is in good health with good supplies…”
 “We sailed on for weeks, at night it was dark and 
the sea mist hurt like pins and needles. We all knew 
that there was a storm close by…”
 “…then one of our crew members sighted land! 
We were so happy I started to cry…”
 By taking on the role of a historical explorer, 
students learned that history is much more than 
just names, dates, and places, but rather real 
people who experienced hardships and amazing 
discoveries.

Third Grade Students Embark on World Tour

Fourth Grade Students Investigate Owl Habitat 
Through Dissecting Owl Pellets

 The fourth graders at Crestwood Intermediate School 
have been exploring the world of plants and animals 
during their Life Sciences unit.  Part of their investigations 
included looking at adaptations of plants and animals. 
Recently, Mrs. Franks’ Science classes dissected owl 
pellets.  
 The students used their science process skills of 
observing, organizing, sorting, inferring, and classifying 
as they carefully worked through the feathers and fur 
of owl pellets finding bones and teeth of the owl’s prey. 
Prior to this investigation, the students watched a video 
on owl adaptations, and read books all about this bird of 
prey.  As a culminating activity, the students then wrote 
paragraphs about the dissecting activity, and included 
these paragraphs on an owl poster.

Students Learn the Art of Silence 
to Improve their Writing

 The fifth grade students participated in a Young 
Authors Day Assembly. Young Authors Day is designed 
to support and enhance the creative writing curriculum. 
This rewarding day began with an assembly 
introducing students to the “art of silence” - mime. 
Toma the Mime discussed the differences between 
writing for the stage and writing for the page. 
Toma stressed the importance of structure and told the 
students where he got his inspiration for his stories.  
 Following the morning assembly, the students 
returned to their classrooms to write stories for Toma 
the Mime. During the writing process, Toma assisted 
with answering questions relating to the writing 
procedure. 

     The third grade students in Mrs. Broman, Mrs. 
Gardner, and Mrs. Vacca’s classrooms are in the midst 
of a year long world tour.  While visiting countries, we 
explore the culture, traditions, geography, language, 
people, and food.  Our travels integrate reading, writing, 
social studies, and the arts while we examine and 
celebrate the similarities and differences among various 
groups of people. 
        Before leaving France at the end of December, we 
celebrated with a “French Day.”  We dressed in stripes 
and wore berets (or shower caps) and moustaches.  
Students painted watercolors after looking at French 
masterpieces and then wrote descriptions of the 
paintings.  We ended our day by eating bread, grapes, 
cheese, etc. at a French café while listening to French 
music.   Next stop – China!

 The day culminated 
with an afternoon assembly 
in which the students were 
recognized for their fine 
work as selected stories 
were acted out by Toma. 
The students really enjoyed 
watching their stories come 
to life right in front of their 
eyes.
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Primary School . . . 
Second Graders Plant Spring Bulbs 

and Give Thanks

 Fall was a busy time for students in Mrs. Grebb’s and Ms. 
Boyle’s second grade classes. Thanks to the generosity of Mr. Larry 
Lang of Lang Landscaping, as well as Mrs. Trivelli’s own leftover 
fall bulbs, students were able to plant tulip bulbs around the trees 
located in the front of the Primary Building in hopes to enjoy beautiful 
flowers in the spring.
 The second graders also held a “We give thanks for the special 
people in our lives” program in November.  The students sang songs, 
recited a folk tale, and asked the audience to join them in a yummy 
dessert that they made themselves, pumpkin mousse!  Thank you to 
all of our parent helpers who helped make these projects possible! 

 Mrs. Chesla’s first grade class has 
been hard at work in the computer 
lab.  Every Friday they visit the lab and 
use it to practice their spelling words.  
Currently, they are using a web site 
entitled spellingcity.com to help them 
learn their words.  Not only is the 
computer lab fun, but educational as 
well!

Planting fall bulbs, Nicholas Zamora and Austin Rayle

Grace Lesnak, Charley Tushar, Evan Howell, Dylan Bliss and 
Candence Olson loved being reindeer in the winter program.

 

Joey Martin, Raili Vandercook, Molly Gilles, Luke  Wilcox, Cole Dillion,
Anthony Kowalski and Kallie Macchi were very busy little elves in the program.

Kindergartners Plan Winter Celebration

 Mrs. Reese’s Kindergarten class worked very hard to present a Winter 
Program for their parents. They sang songs, recited Nursery Rhymes and read 
some poems. After the program, the students enjoyed cookies and juice with 
their families.

First Graders Practice Spelling with 
Interactive Web Game
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EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT  |  440-285-6184

From door to doctor in 30 minutes.

Which program is your ticket to new career opportunities?

DETERMINE YOUR OWN FUTURE.  ACT NOW!!!!
Heating,  Ventilation,  Air Conditioning & Refrigeration • Welding Technology • Practical Nursing  • A.A.B. Business Administration
A.A.B. Criminal Justice • A.A.S. Health Information Technology • A.A.B. Medical Administration Assistant • A.A.B. Medical Assisting

A.A.S. Heating,  Ventilation,  Air Conditioning & Refrigeration

IN-DEMAND CAREER TRAINING!!
Diploma and Degree Programs Offered

Financial assistance available for those who qualify.
Placement Assistance Available.

FORTIS COLLEGE 
653 Enterprise Pkwy
Ravenna, Ohio 44266

330-297-7319 • www.fortiscollege.edu

OH REG 1465B

FORTIS COLLEGE 
653 Enterprise Pkwy
Ravenna, Ohio 44266

330-297-7319
www.fortiscollege.edu

IN-DEMAND CAREER TRAINING!!
Diploma and Degree Programs Offered
Financial assistance available for those who qualify.

Placement Assistance Available.

OH REG 1465B

Honest and Reliable Auto Repair!

4838 St. Rt. 82
Mantua, Ohio 44255

330-274-8739
omalleys@aol.com

omalleysautomotive.comColleen O’Malley Shukys
Owner/Service Manager

AFFORDABLE, CONVENIENT 
DAY, EVENING,ONLINE 

CLASSES 

14111 Claridon Troy Road Burton OH 
440 834-4187 

 
8997 Darrow Road Twinsburg OH 

330 487-0574 
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CLASSES 

14111 Claridon Troy Road Burton OH 
440 834-4187 

 
8997 Darrow Road Twinsburg OH 

330 487-0574 

AFFORDABLE , CONVENIENT
DAY, EVENING , ONLINE CLASSES

BURTON
14111 Claridon Troy Road 

440-834-4187
TWINSBURG

8997 Darrow Road 
330-487-0574

Open House & Summer 2011 Preview
Sunday, Feb. 13, 2011, 2-6 p.m.

Day Camp:  Grades 1 - 6 
Resident Camp:  Grades 1 - 12

Since 1957, forming Christian faith through outdoor
 adventure.  Co-ed, small group, week-long sessions 

on beautiful 450 acre site.

Camp Asbury 
10776 Asbury Rd. • Hiram, OH  44234

www.campasbury.org
e-mail: info@campasbury.org

330.569.3171


